A CALIFORNIA COLONY.

By Wi, H. B. Havwann,

HE complete history of American
colonies would make interesting
reading. They have been formed

for a variety of purposes. Some have
been based on a socialistic idea, others
on philosophy, while almost every
motive under the sun has been em-
ployed by the originators of these
schemes, from the famous one in New
England, made up of the best intellect
of the day, to the one in the lower

country, on the shores of Topalobampo |

Bay. California is the land of the
colomy; but these colomies are not
based upon the idea of any one man,
or any set of men,—are not difficalt to
understand. The idea can be pre-
sented in a nutshell. ‘The State, with
its varied climatic conditions, offers
every inducement to the secker after
homes, where the people of the world
can find cheap and productive lands
that will support the tiller of the soil
and his family., Those who speak
from experience say that the searcher
after a home can find pleasanter lines
here with fewer inconveniences than
in any land under the sun.

The inducements held out are those
which interest every man who de-
sires a home where his wife and chil-
dren will have the greatest advantages
at the least cost ; where children will
find the best educatiomal facilities:
where wives will find congenfal com-
panions, with the refinements of a
suburban life. While California is well
known the length and breadth of the
American continent, in Furope, from
which thousands of valuable citizens
come every year, ideas regarding it
and its condition are more or less crude,

California is an empire in itself,
stretching along the Pacific Coast
many degrees, It 18 a momentous
question for a man of family in
England, Germany, Sweden or Nor-
way, this moving five or six or seven
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thousand miles, and wpaturally he
wishes to know upon good authority
what to expect. What chance have I
to earn a living? Whatcan [ earn a
yvear? Will the change be an im-
provement ?  What edueational faeili-
ties are there for my children ? Isthe
climate a healthful ome? These are
the gquestions which the would-be
emi t desires answered before he
bids farewell to the home of his child-
hood. Itis the object of the present
paper to answer some of these ques-
tions, giving as an example one of the
most thrifty and successful of the Cal-
ifornian colonies, one the soil of which
has been tried and found rich and pro-
ductive.

It is a difficult matter to tell a
stranger how this State differs from the
others. In some respects it is like
Spain and Southern Franee; in some it
is like England. The seasons are dif-
ferent from those in the East; they are
two instead of four, melting into one
another imperceptibly, The summer
time is from July to October. During
this period there is little or no rain;
otherwise the country would not pro-
duce the fine raisins it does. Water is
conducted through pipes and ditches,
and when a farmer wants a rainstorm
or a shower he steps into the yvard and
turns on the water. It is not a sum-
mer dronght then, as water is plenty
and for all purposes, and the yards are
filled with flowers. The vineyards are
now in leaf and the grapes swelling on
the vines: the peach, apricot and other
ordinary fruits are ripening. The new-
comer will be astomished to see next
to an apple tree a palm or pampas
grass or some semi-tropic fruit, flower
or plant. But this is one of the charms
of the country: the plants of all zones
meet here and thrive side by side.
All through the summer there are no
storms; there is little or no thunder,
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clear, bright days being the rule. Hot
days come as in all countries, but the
summer nights are always cool, some-
thing which cannot be said in many
cities of the East and Europe. The
summer melts into winter, the days
grow shorter, and by October it will
cloud up some night, and rain will
come, not in a deluge, not as might be
implied by the term ' rainy season,"
but just as it comes in the East
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California offers: a winter where the
flowers take the place of snowbanks in
the lowlands ; where barley is planted
at Christmas time, and the song of
birds fills the air. Snow there is, but
on the crests of the distant Sierras
that back the San Joaguin to the east,
gleaming in the bright sunlight,—a
magnificent and inspiring spectacle.
It might be assumed by the proposed
settler that such days with their evi-

From a Pazza near the Colony,—in 'Winter.

These rains come al:ont once a week,
givinz for the season from twenty to
forty inches of rain, as the case may
be, amply sufficient for all purposes.
The frst answer to the rain is the
coming of the lowers; like magie they
appear, covering the entire land with
a carpet like the Cloth of Gold of
Tomance,

Can this be winter? the newcomer
asks, 05 he looks down the famons San
Joaquin Valley., VYes, this is the winter

dent mildness would be produoctive of
enervation ; but such is not the case.
The winter days are cool, often erisp,
0 that a rousing fire is welcome to
those who have to remain indoors.
Yet it cannot be very cold, as through
the window-pane you sece the great
roses nodding in the soft wind that
finds its way over the Coast Range
from the sca. ‘To the invalid these
conditions are a balm. California is
the coming health resort of the world:





















